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prevent,' said Mr. Giles, musingly, 'is anything absurd
happening. There is no doubt if your Lordship went into
the street and said you wanted ten thousand pounds, or a
hundred thousand, fifty people would supply you immedi-
ately ; but you would have to pay for it. Some enormous
usury! That would be bad; but the absurdity of the
thing would be greater than the mischief. Roundells,
Giles, and Roundell could not help you in that manner.
That is not our business. We are glad to find money for
our clients at a legal rate of interest, and the most moderate
rate feasible. But then there must be security, and the
best security. But here wo must not conceal it from our-
selves, my Lord, we have no security whatever. At this
moment your Lordship has no property. An insurance
office might do it with a policy. They might consider that
they had a moral security; but still it would be absurd.
There is something absurd in your Lordship having to raise
money. Don't you think I could see these people,' said
Mr. Giles, * and talk to them, and gain a little time. We
only want a little time.'

' No/ said Lothair, in a peremptory tone. * I said I
would do it, and it must be done, and at once. Sooner
than there should be delay, I would rather go into the
street, as you suggest, ancjfe^k the first man I met to lend
me the money. My word has been given, and I do not
care what I pay to fulfil my word.'

* We must not think of such things,' said Mr. Giles,
shaking his head. * All I want your Lordship to understand
is the exact position. In this case we have no security.
Roundells, Giles, and Roundell cannot move without
security. It would be against our articles of partnership.
But Mi\ Giles, as a private individual, may do what he
likes. I will let your Lordship have the money, and I will
take no security whatever, not even a note of hand. All
that I will ask for is that your Lordship should write me a